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ggggy sought funds for contras , Angola rebels, sour ce says 

Secret huddle off CIA chief, Saudi hing 


By John P. W*iUch 

*** W43HNGTQN mm AU 


Saudi roval vacht off the Pr»n/>h at ^Soerd the 

J n ^ effort '^S^JSSSSSSS Z Si T 
for the contras in Nicaragua andWh^if 0 ^”? ^ UDds 
according to a source ckj^thej^ " Ang0la ' 
The source, a L'.S. busin essman said that in . aam 
to seeking money for the contrail^ 

«««* ™ to provide oil for&umAfrtS' 

W; c ^r„ swrwr 22 
^“siissHasaB- *• “**« 

The Saudi ambassador sought the meeting, accord- 
ing to the source, to try to coax him into cooperating 
with retired Air Force Maj. Gen. Richard Seeord si 

me four or five times ' to get m* 
volved in the operations, the source said. 8 

SecoH nd t a h^ anted m€ J t0 act “ a business front for 
record, the source said. 

Bandar mentioned the Fahd-Casey meeting “to let 
me know that what he asked for had the biessing of the 

iReagant administration. ' the source said. 8 ° 

*J e be did not know whether the Saudis aereed 
o provide funds for any covert operations at the 
February meeting. 

«n iiisrv t;« 1 cu “ d w ' -» 

of jKSi? “ m,ormal W’*™ Mun jmriS 

O airborne warning and control systems, or AWACS 
planes from the United States in 1961. 

wrd was involved in the secret AWACS negotia- 


tions with the Saudis as ueputy assis- 
tant secretary of Defense for Near 
,t, African and South Asian af- 

M,^i th r Defe ," se Apartments top 
Mglle East official. He left in May 

He has acknowledged belonging 
to a partnership that last vear sold a 
small Maule short-takeoff-and-land- 
mg plane to the contras for $ 49,000 
The businessman also said he was 
a guest of King Fahd in May 1965 at 
his palace in Jidda. 

"The king tried to convince me 
that what the prince (Bandari dis- 
cussed is good for the United States 
of America It s very difficult to say 
no to a king, but I tried in a very 
nice way by saying Til only fumble it 
and screw it up. - ’’ 

He said Bandar originally sent Se- 
cord to see him at his California of- 
fice in 1983 and asked me if I could 
help him. He said Seeord was very 
t0 Saudi Arabia on the 
AW ACS in 1981 and said the pro-Is- 
raeli lobbv had driven him out of the 
Pentagon.’ 

Bandar the source said, added 
tnat "ue should show our apprecia- 
tion so it s clear ue take care of our 
friends He said the Saudi envov 
suggested they work together ‘to 
funnel certain equipment and mat- 
nels to places that he termed friend- 
ly to l nde Sam ’ 

When I told him that 1 didn't 
want to, Bondar said. Don t worn 
I II supply you with the people The 
Saudi ambassador subsequently sent 
the businessman resumes of both Se* 
cord and Robert H. Lilac, the former 
director of political-military affairs 
at the National Security Counul 
Lilac, the former commander of 
the L.S .Air Force Logistics Com- 
mand in Saudi Arabia, left the White 
House post in 1983 to work for Litton 
Industries He now works for Bandar 
m the Saudi Embassy. 


1 met Seeord a number of time* 
fjS l that “ most recently ui April 
198o. before he left for the meeting 
in Saudi Arabia uith Fahd, the busi- 
nessman said 

It was uhen Reagan was having 
trouble in Congress and he (Seeord » 
talked specifically about raising $14 
million to buy materials for some 
areas in u hich we can be of help,” he 


The implication wjs c io ar that 
ll / a ^ ammunition and mmurv-n r-* 
of ^luipment . 1 for Ni, ar - tLj 

Angola 

The Reagan administration h*- 
sought congressional funding to pr- 
vide Stinger shoulder fir^i missile- 
to rebels fighting the Sowet-hacked 
Angolan government 

Published reports thLs month al s. 
suggested that Saudi Arabian offi 
cials provided >vvi.ooo to fund th- 
operation in u hu h a cargo plane ua<- 
shot down Oct 5 in Nicaragua 
A spokesman for the Saudi Em 
bassv denied any link of that opera 
tion to hLs government 

A report in the Long Island neuv 
paper Newsday cued Senate inteili 
gence Committee staff sources a- 
suggesting the Saudi officials mav 
have acted in a private capacity, pos 
sibly through Se< ord 

Seeord has denied anv c 1 *nnection 
^ith the flight or anv contra supni\ 
operation 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/03/16 : CIA-RDP91-00587R000100710034-8 



